
 

Pentecost Sunday—Extended Vigil 
June 4, 2022 
 
ROM 8:22-27 

Brothers and sisters: We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; 
and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also groan 
within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that sees is not hope. For who hopes for what one sees? But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait with endurance. In the same way, the Spirit too 
comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings.  And the one who searches hearts 
knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the holy ones 
according to God's will. 

 
Pentecost Sunday—Mass during the Day 
June 5, 2022 
 
Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always. 
“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our dwelling with him. Those who do not love me do not keep my 
words; yet the word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent me. “I have 
told you this while I am with you. The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you.”  

 
HOMILY: 

 

The term “natural law” holds that nature reflects a “law,” suggesting the order and purpose of the 

universe and, by extension, the presence of some kind of legislator behind this order.  Scientists 

have spent the last 400 years or so (at least in the modern age) to discover these laws.  They are not 

the Legislator (creator of the laws), only the discoverers of the law.  One such discoverer of the 

physical laws of the universe was Sir Issac Newton (1643-1727). Today, I would like to discuss one 

of the most spiritual of his laws, what comes to us from physics as “Newton’s Third Law.”  

 

Newton's third law: If an object A exerts a force on object B, then object B must exert a force of 

equal magnitude and opposite direction back on object A. We sometimes refer to this law loosely as 

action-reaction, “Wherever there is an action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.” 

 

For example, a friend and I went to Gallagher-Bluedorn last night for a musical recital of the 

famous soprano Renée Fleming.  The pianist exhibited Newton’s third law, when he pushed down 

on the piano keys, he would have felt the force of the key pushing back on his fingers.  The piano 

strings inside the piano received the force of the hammer; the string pushed back on the hammer, 

resulting in a vibration, a pleasant C, F-sharp, or B-flat, to name but a few.  When the soprano 

Renée Fleming finished singing “O mio babbino caro” from Puccini’s opera Gianni Schicchi, I 
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joined the audience by sending my right hand towards my left hand (and vice-versa) so that when 

they met, each felt the force of the other (and each stopping the other in its tracks, a clap was 

sounded). Physics at the Gallagher-Bluedorn!  And you thought a concert was all about music! 

 

This natural law, reflecting the creator-Legislator of the universe, is also operative on the spiritual 

level, on what I would want to call God’s First Law of the Spirit, particularly evident on this feast of 

Pentecost. For an experience of the Living God, who we call “the Holy Spirit,” is always about 

action and reaction.  And to be clear, God is always the actor and we are the re-actor. St. Paul 

makes this spiritual law abundantly clear in his famous description of the action of the Holy Spirit, 

from Romans: “We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; and not 

only that, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also groan within 

ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.” Our groaning is the first fruit 

of God’s groaning FIRST in us.  That we desire God is a reaction to God’s groaning desire first 

for us.  St. Paul continues:  “In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness;  

for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes with 

inexpressible groanings.” Our prayerful desire to reach out to God, placed in each human heart, 

is literally that—placed in our hearts by the Spirit first groaning and longing for us. Action—

reaction:  God acts, the Holy Spirit prays in us; we react in a reciprocal desire to reach to God. 

 

But, back to our friend Issac Newton:  Is our desire equal and opposite to the desire of God for 

us?  As it turns out, amazingly, YES!  For God so loved us that he desired not to overwhelm and 

obliterate with his searching love.  So, He NECESSARILY chose to come to us in human form, 

with a human love in the humanity of Jesus, a desire transformed down to the level of the human 

creature, so that the divine power of love, the Holy Spirit, can be met in an equal an opposite 

magnitude by our human heart.  

 

The Eucharist that we are about to receive, which we rightfully call the Body of Christ is the 

receptacle of the Holy Spirit, dispensed in human portion and reaching first to us, the action, to 

which we react, when we choose, in opposite reaction, reaching back in longing to the Holy Spirit 

that first reaches to us. 

 

This is exceptionally good news!  For that desire for God in prayer is really God already at work, 

drawing us to Himself in the Holy Spirit. For we know not how to pray…nor do we need to…but 

instead discover, with great relief, that “prayer” means simply receiving and reacting with desire to 

the desire of God that is perpetually reaching to us, in the perfect proportion that we need! 

 

Before Newton’s Third Law of Motion, that every action has an equal and opposite reaction, was 

God’s First Law of the Holy Spirit: that God in his mercy has sent the power of the Holy Spirit that 

is love in the perfect proportion in Jesus to received and reciprocated by each human heart! 

 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus himself teaches of the Holy Spirit as the action of God when he says, 

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything and remind you of all that I told you.” We simply cannot know God, as Creator and 

Redeemer, until God acts first, sending His Holy Spirit of Love as our Creator and Redeemer.  

Our simple job is to react—by loving as we have been loved, and in doing so, we share that 

Spirit of love—each time a New Pentecost for the life of the world! 


